
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
View this email in your browser

MAY NEWSLETTER

 
2014 has been a pioneering year for Awaken! Our calendars have been packed
with prayer meetings, victim support groups, awareness events, speaking
opportunities, media coverage, volunteer meetings, downtown outreaches, and brothel
ministry our team has been busy. We've strengthened our volunteer base, increased
community and business partners, and raised awareness through education. We
continue to work with local law enforcement, and as more community professionals
learn about our organization our referral base continues to grow. 

In addition to this we have launched our prevention campaign in public schools, right
here in Northern Nevada. Our team is motivated to work harder than ever to promote
freedom and to educate the public on the realities of human trafficking. We believe
awareness is the key to prevention. 

In April we reconstructed the Dove Campaign, "The Dove Self Esteem Project" helping
the next generation of women grow up feeling happy and confident about the way they
look through the trend of "selfies." Volunteers from the UNR's Women's Basketball
team, Miss Reno 2014 and community members mentored 27 female students at
Damonte Ranch High School to boost self confidence and redefine beauty through a
partnership with Fellowship of Christian Athletes. We know that women are less
vulnerable to the sex trafficking industry if they feel confident and know they are
beautiful. It is all about prevention. The high school students submitted "selfies"
highlighting the true beauty within them. One of the freshman students shared, "every
girl holds something incredibly gorgeous, but there is so much more than what is on the
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outside...this is me, no filter, just as you would see me in the hallway or in class. My
hair isn't flawless, my teeth aren't pearls, but I am beautiful and so are you. Size,
height, weight- you are the definition of beauty. Love yourself. Embrace yourself." The
submitted "selfies" were then submitted to national award winning photographer, Jeff
Dow, who offered his services to Awaken to print these photos and display them at the
Sierra Arts Foundation, where invited community members and officials built
confidence by writing compliments on each picture. The goal is to break the rigid
cultural definition of beauty. The response was overwhelming and we're excited to
share some photos from the event. Click here to see the media coverage of the event.
A big thanks to all those who helped make this dream a reality. 

As part of our emphasis on prevention, this month, we are speaking on modern day
slavery during the 7th grade Social Studies class at Vaughn Middle School. Our hope
is to bring education and awareness to slavery in the 21st century. We have reached
over 300 students in this pilot campaign. We pray this is just the beginning of our
influence in local schools. 

Prevention has become a key component of our vision moving forward and God is
giving us favor in our community. We are determined to continue to fight for freedom!
Thank you again for your continued support and prayers. 
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